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be introduced, the rates reduced, and the numerous cesses, which amounted in Sanksi to Es. 23,180, in Eajpuri to Es. 27,632, and in Eaigad to Es. 26,984, should be abolished. In handing on the correspondence to Government the Eevenue Commissioner supported the proposal for a survey and settlement, on the introduction of which the unpaid labour tax might be abolished. Of the other cesses those unconnected with land might be abolished at once, but the remainder must remain until the settlement. On these reports the commencement of a survey in Sanksi was sanctioned, but was not carried out, and only a revision of assessment was made.
These proceedings of Mr. Davies appear to have been carried on from 1838-39 to 1840-41 without any sanction from Government, and were, to a certain extent, disapproved both by the Collector and the Eevenue Commissioner. The latter reported that the old assessments were very complicated, some being levied in money and some in kind, and it was difficult to ascertain to which of the two any particular land was subject. They were heavy and oppressive, and the condition of the people was bad. The system adopted in the revision had been to assess villages in groups at the same rates, instead of assessing the lands of villages according to the capability of the soil at different rates, as should have been done, for the soil in the Konkan was as variable as it was elsewhere. It was true that the general weight of assessment had been lightened, but it had not been equalized, and the poorest ryots had to pay the same rates as the wealthiest, who possessed the best lands. The reduction made was one of 33 per cent., and the cultivation of the small area that was still waste would not make up the deficiency in the revenue. The assessment, according to Mr. Davies*s proposals, would amount to Es. 38,471 on the average area under cultivation, whereas the current grain rents at the average commutation rates for ten years would bring in Es. 53,977. Even with the heavy reduction proposed there was no certainty that further remissions would not be asked for. For the sweet rice [lands of Sanksi one uniform rate of Es. 4 la. per "bigha was proposed, whereas, according to the average commutation rates, they had paid from Es. 6 to Es. 9 9a. The Pandhar-peshas even had paid Es. 5. The land bore two crops, and the